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Introduction 
 Education we all know is a dominant tool of development. Education holds the key to the 
future of a nation as well as each individual. It involves the training of men and women through 
giving of knowledge in diverse areas towards the acquisition of abilities for living a good life and 
improving society. Education can be informal or formal; both seek to achieve some goals. 
Furthermore, education has purposes in several categories, for conservational and preservation, as 
well as for innovation and change. 
 Education has an extra-ordinary potential for generating development. It has the responsibility 
to creating the capacity for sustainable development and the democratization of knowledge, the key to 
genuine democracy. 
 The role of education as an instrument for promoting the social, economic, political and 
cultural development of any nation can never be over-emphasized. Our communities vibrancy, 
personal quality of life, economic viability and business competitiveness depended on a well prepared 
citizenry and workforce. It is education that provides the bedrock from which our national and 
individual prosperity rise together. The belief in the efficacy of education as a powerful instrument for 
development has led many nations to commit much of their wealth to the establishment of education 
institutions at various levels as a long term investment of immense benefit to the society as a whole. 
 
An Overview of President Yar’adua’s Seven Point Agenda 
 On assumption of office on the 29th May, 2007, President Musa Yar’Adua GCFR, initiated 
the 7-point agenda. Since then the agenda have been properly conceptualized and comprehensively 
articulated and the implementation strategies adequately laid out, to ensure the realization of vision 
20: 2020. This agenda includes; power and energy, food security and agriculture, wealth creation and 
employment, mass transportation, land reform, security, qualitative  and functional education. 
 
Power and Energy 
 Power and energy are two other sub-sectors prioritized under the seven point-agenda. Federal 
Government infrastructure reforms in this sector will lead to the development of sufficient and 
adequate power supply to ensure Nigeria’s ability to develop as a modern economy and an industrial 
nation by the 2020. In addition, the section on electricity traces the causes of the poor performance of 
the industry. Quintessentially, the issue and challenges facing the sector include the following. 
 

(a) Technology-related problems – Inadequate electricity production and supply infrastructure, 
inadequate gas supply,  dearth of investment and funding, inappropriate pricing, management 
and ownership and conflicting goals and objectives and 
 

(b) Reform – related challenges – Inappropriate implementation and coordination of initiatives 
and Government programmes, inappropriate industry structure, ineffective regulation although 
nascent, and consequences of reform. 
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(c) Failure to provide adequate and reliable electricity justifies the evolution of initiatives to 
transform the industry Central to this transformation strategy are: 

 
 Articulating initiatives to aggressively attract private investors; 
 Clearly defining roles for private and public sector involvement in power generation, 

transmission and distribution. 
 Improving transmission and distribution networks to support generation capacity and 
 Increasing power generation capacity through the diversification and installation of gas 

distribution grids and replacement of the existing plants, among others 
The Government resort to the medium term development framework as platform for 

achieving long-term development objectives which Nigeria’s Vision 2020 represents. 
 

The National Gas Infrastructure Project:  The gas industry has also been prioritized in the energy 
sector because of its current relative importance in the projected transformation of the Nigeria 
economy by 2020. As gas reserves decline and grow in importance in the industrialized nations, the 
resultant rising gas prices in the international market continues to create a preferential pull for export 
of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG). Consequently, there is a disproportionate focus by gas producers in 
the country for LNG projects. This creates a significant shortfall in the availability of gas for rising 
domestic utilization, which threatens the economic aspiration of the nation in this sector. Currently, 
demand (export and domestic), for natural gas far outstrips supply, driven by growth in the power 
sector and other gas based industries such as fertilizer, cement, methanol, LNG etc. However, Nigeria 
needs to demonstrate the availability and affordability of gas supplies to retain its competitive edge in 
this strategically important sector. 

 
Challenges of the Gas Sector – Government diagnosis of the gas sector concludes that the sector 
could not possibly respond to the scale of emerging opportunities due to the following current 
challenges. 
 

a) Inflexible industry structure:  The industry is dominated by a few key upstream players. 
The 5 big international oil companies (10Cs) operate over 90% of the total gas reserves in the 
country and have a dominant downstream interest, primarily in LNG exports. The 
consequence of this structure is a preferential focus on gas supply on LNG export projects. 
 

b) Infrastructure optimization:  The existing infrastructure in the country is inadequate in the 
context of future demand. The issue with infrastructure include: 
 
i. Proliferation of processing plants; 
ii. Infrastructure capacity 
iii. Pipeline connectivity and redundancy; and 
iv. Pipeline optimization 

 
The infrastructural reforms in this critical sector through the development of sufficient and 

adequate power supply will be to ensure Nigeria’s ability to develop as a modern economy and an 
industrial nation by the year 2015. 
 

Prof. Musa P. Mamza 
 



3 
 

Food Security and Agriculture 
 Agriculture contributes 42% of Nigeria’s GDP and engages over 65% of the country’s 
workforce. The sector is constrained by enormous challenges and is characterized by low output, 
inefficient and antiquated production tools and infrastructure. Approximately, 66% of the country’s 
total land mass of 92. 377 million hectares is suitable for agricultural production but about half of that  
unfortunately is not cultivated. The technological inadequacies in standardization and quality control 
have stunted natural farm produce, rendering it uncompetitive in local and international markets. 
 Non-affordability of modern production inputs and equipment, low access to credit/finance 
and poor infrastructure all combine to the local production incompetitive. Poor funding which led to 
total collapse of research and extension services in the sector is to be overcome through the effective 
deployment of the National Resources Fund. 
 Critical areas for intervention will include strengthening agri-business through institution of 
profitability and price support mechanism, land tenure changes, aggressive development and supply 
of new land, strengthening of farmer’s support groups through commercial farmers, improvement of 
rural access infrastructure and resuscitation of the River Basin Development Authorities (RBDAs). 
Although Government has already embarked on the preparation of a comprehensive National Food 
Sector Plan (NFSP), the plan when completed will be detailed implementable and result-oriented and 
will be the tool for realizing the desirable goals of the interventions envisaged above. 
 This reform is primarily agrarian based. The emphasis on the development of modern 
technology, research, financial injection into research, production and development of agricultural 
inputs will revolutionalize the agricultural sector leading to a 5 – 10 fold increase in yield and 
production. This will result in massive domestic and commercial outputs and technological 
knowledge transfer to farmers. 
 
Wealth Creation and Employment 
 More than two thirds of Nigerians are poor.  The incidence of poverty has been increasing at a 
significant rate since independent. By virtue of Africa’s undue reliance on revenue from non 
renewable sources such as oil, Nigeria has yet to develop industrially. On-going reform is focused on 
wealth creation through diversified production, especially in the agricultural and solid mineral sectors. 
 The specific areas of government intervention to create enabling environment for wealth 
creation is as follows: 
 

(a) Leadership and Governance: The institutionalization of sound leadership and good 
governance is a prerequisite for an environment that allows wealth creation; 

(b) Skill Development for Productivity:  Federal government is already concentrating on 
providing functional vocational training to job seekers and also encouraging the training of 
the existing labour force to meet the demands of industry. The curricular and course content 
in our universities, polytechnics and technical colleges are being re-oriented to the current 
needs for industries and to meet the challenges of a modern economy; 

(c) Promoting a Formalized Self-Employment Sector:  Artisans, farmers, market women, 
traders and proprietors of small and medium scale enterprises (SMES) are being assisted to 
formalize their business and to acquire entrepreneurial skills;  

(d) Facilitating Access to Credit: The entrepreneurial spirit of the poor are being significantly 
enhanced through the provision of financing in the form of micro credit; 
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(e) Non-Government Organizations (NGOs):  NGOs are facilitating wealth creation through 
their various nationwide capacity building programmes. Government is already partnering 
with NGOs and focus on the empowerment of the poor through various capacity building 
initiatives; 

(f) Nigerian in Diaspora:  The federal government is already involving Nigerians in diaspora 
through the Nigerians in Diaspora Organization (NDO) in promoting wealth creation by 
their funding of specific projects of preference (directly or through the capital market) or 
the provision of technical and managerial skills which they possess in abundance; and  

(g) Massive Retraining of Graduates, to accelerate the product health workers, teachers and 
ICT specialist. 

 
This reform is focused on wealth creation through diversified production especially in the 

agricultural and solid mineral sector. This requires Nigerians to choose to work hard. All is required 
to achieve this reform. 
 
Mass Transportation 
 Transportation is one of the four (4) sectors prioritized in the seven point agenda as a result of 
its cross – cutting implications for the development of the Nigerian economy. The thrust of the 
transport policy is the attainment of efficient inter-model system that would effectively link the 
different means of transportation. Not only would it bring down the cost of doing business, it will also 
enhance the growth of the Grass Domestic Product (GDP) of the country. Our overview of the 
transportation sector would cover five areas as follows: 
 
(1) Inter-Model Transportation 

Inter-model system – approaching transportation of people and cargoes from an economic 
perspective means to development of an integrated inter-model transport system. The 
transport system with the constituent arteries (road networks, waterways and railways) will 
links all the sea-ports and airports together. 
 

(2) Rail Transportation 
The issues listed below, form the basis of the government strategy for the sector; 
a. Narrow gauge Vs standard gauge 
b. Trades and rolling stock; and 
c. Expansion of the railways 

 
The major framework for implementing the transformation and modernization of the railway 

sub-sector has been through concessioning of the Nigerian Railway Corporation (NRC) 
 
(3) Road Transportation 

The current issues and challenges confronting the sector include: 
(a) Over-reliance on road networks 
(b) Poor maintenance of roads; 
(c) Inadequate  investment to meet the sectors requirements; 
(d) A multiplicity of agencies with conflicting objectives 
 

Prof. Musa P. Mamza 
 



5 
 

(4) Marine Transportation 
The needs, objectives and nature of the proposed transformation of the marine industry form 
the focus of strategy of this sector. The transformation model revolves around the concession 
of fixed infrastructure and routes. In order to achieve private sector participation it is 
considered that the viability of the water-ways will be enhanced when the challenges of 
drought and dredging of the navigable rivers are conclusively tackled. 
 

(5) Telecommunication 
Issues and challenges identified as impediments to efficient delivery of high quality service 
include the inadequacy of infrastructure backbone, dearth of fixed lines, weak or non-existent 
regulations to deal with anti-competition behavior, lack of rural telephone coverage and 
inability to meet universal service obligations, as well as the indecisive resolution of the 
ownership and control of SAT -3 that links Nigeria to parts of Africa, Europe and Asia. 

 
The transportation sector in Nigeria with its poor roads networks is an inefficient means of 

mass transit of people and goods. With a goal of a modernized industrialized Nigeria, it is mandatory 
that Nigeria develops its transport sector.  The PDP government has already started this process by the 
ongoing rehabilitation and modernization of the railway. While the reforms might take some time to 
take effect, it is a need that must be addressed 
 
Land Tenure Reforms and Home Ownership 
 Nigeria has a huge housing deficit, evidenced by low levels of the real estate sector and 
mortgage credits to the sector, accounting for less than 1% and 0.5% of GDP respectively. This is 
what led to the evolution of the current National Policy on Urban Development and Housing that 
provides for a private sector-led housing policy with the government providing the enabling operating 
environment. The paucity of long term funds has been the bane of housing finance in Nigeria and 
banking sector has consistently demonstrated its aversion of financing home ownership. Our legal and 
regulatory environment including laws inhibiting efficient land transaction are being reformed, 
including the adoption of monetary and fiscal measures more conducive to sustainable housing 
finance. Furthermore, the existence of weak primary mortgage structures with attended weak 
capitalization, poor corporate governance and technical skill deficiencies have worsened the situation. 
 While hundreds of billions of dollars have been lost through unused government owned land 
asset, changes in the land laws and the emergence of land reforms will optimize Nigeria’s growth 
through the release of lands for commercialized farming and other large scale business by the private 
sector. The final result will ensure improvements and boost to the production and wealth creation 
initiatives. 
 
National Security, Niger Delta and Energy Security 
 Security of life and property represents one of the most important constitutional duties of any 
government. Security, the maintenance of law and order are the foundation on which the success of all 
initiatives of government, in ensuring good governance is anchored. The primary challenges of 
national security revolve around the ability of the government to discharge its responsibilities to the 
governed; a challenge made more daunting by the current economic down-turn. Under no other form 
of government have the challenges of national security been more ever rating and potently sensitive 
than in a democracy. Lack of security, particularly in the Niger Delta is capable of threatening the 
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stability of the polity and the safety of economic and social sectors of society. It can also discourage 
foreign direct investment while undermining national economic growth and the vision 20: 2020. 
 An unfriendly security climate precludes both external and internal investment into the nation. 
Thus, security will be seen as not only a constitutional requirement but also as a necessary 
infrastructure for the development of a modern Nigeria economy. With its particular needs, the Niger 
Delta security issue will be the primary focus, marshaled not with physical policing or military 
security, but through honest and accurate dialogue between the people and the Federal Government. 
 
Qualitative and Functional Education 
 Qualitative education remains a crucial factor towards achieving the present administrations 
7-point agenda. In the education sector, literacy level in the country is inherently unsteady. Less than 
60% of primary aged children attend school; estimated 40% or 7 million primary school aged children 
are also not in schools. Considering the strategic importance of education in human development, a 
three-pronged coordinated approach is needed, namely: 

i. Making Universal Basic Education (UBE) progamme more truly universal and result 
oriented with intense monitoring  

ii. Strengthening of secondary education by focusing on sciences and technology; and 
iii. Raising the standards of tertiary education 

 
Government intervention measures are addressing the pivotal role of the public service and the 

newly established Public Service Institute, Abuja in the implementation of seven-point agenda. The 
issues of Vocational education, Women’s empowerment, Teacher-student, Classroom-student, 
Science teacher-student and other critical problems are also being squarely addressed at the three 
levels of governance. 

The reforms in the educational sector will ensure firstly the minimum acceptable international 
standards of education for all.  With that achieved, a strategic educational development plan will 
ensure excellence in both the tutoring and learning of skills in science and technology by students 
who will be seen as the future innovators and industrialists of Nigeria. This reform will be achieved 
through massive injection into the education sector.  

The overview of President Yar’Adua Seven-Point Agenda, issues and challenges have revealed 
the all embracing dimension of the subject matter to stimulate discussion on how education can be 
used as an instrument in achieving the 7-point agenda. It is against this backdrop the writer draws 
your attention to the role and functions of education in the context of social transformation. In the face 
of the current global economic meltdown, the critical need for a robustly functional education system 
cannot be over-emphasized: 
 
1. In a knowledge and technologically driven globalized world, education lies at the heart of 

all transformation and interventions of the government.  Education have the vital role of 
producing the knowledge, generating the socially committed, society and providing the services 
for the attainment of social equality, justice and adequate living standards for all its people. 
 

2. Also education can be at the forefront of developing social policy, monitoring and 
evaluating the implementation of such policies.   It thus pursues the twin objectives of 
contributing to the development of social policies by engaging with the actual problems of the 
country as well as functioning as a social critic. Thus through its research, critical thinking and 
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community service, education can contribute to the consolidation of democracy and the 
promotion of prosperity. 

 
3. In the globalized world, the growth of knowledge complemented by the diffusion of 

Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) has been the catalyst for social and 
economic development.   Accelerating technological change, rapidly accumulating knowledge, 
increasing global competition and rising workforce capabilities around the world make 21st 
century skills essential. 

 
4. Education also can contribute meaningfully in improving the quality of schooling, health 

care, welfare and other public services at national, state and local levels.  This requires the 
active promotion of continuing education, the upgrading of professional knowledge and skills 
and creating flexible opportunities for life-long learning for practical education, health, social 
services and other public sector personnel. 

 
5. Education requires the appropriate, applied and strategic research around key social 

policy issues and the problem of social reconstruction and development.  Such research and 
continues upgrading of the knowledge, skills and competencies of public sector personnel will 
ensure effective delivery of services as well as innovation and new trajectories for development. 

 
The realization of our vision 20 -2020 by this administration, and our capacity to emerge 

within the club of the twenty largest economies by 20-2020 as envisaged by our collective resolve, 
will depend on the extent to which our human capital is developed and transformed to compete 
globally. One of the goals of this initiative is to refocus our educational competitiveness that will 
enhance the creative and productive capabilities of our youths. Focus should be on the entire Nigerian 
tertiary institutions from where we produce graduates who are primarily job seekers to well rounded 
graduates, who are wealth creators. Our tertiary institutions have the obligation to lead our economic 
recovery and national regeneration efforts. This is the challenge which our respected academics must 
take up resolutely. 
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